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Ractopamine
• The beta agonist, Ractopamine, has 

been demonstrated to:

E nitrogen retention 

E� improve growth performance 

E� carcass leanness 
(Anderson et al., 1987 and Watkins et al., 1990; Ap ple, et al 2007)

• Ractopamine-fed pigs require less feed 
for equivalent lean gain (12.7%)

• Ractopamine-fed pigs take 3 less days 
to a constant market weight.
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Low nutrient excretion diets can be used 
to:

� nitrogen (20-30%), 
� phosphorus (25-55%) and 
� sulfur (20-30%) excretion, 
� gas emissions (30-50%) and 
� odor emissions (30-50%) compared to 

traditional diets

• Reduce impact of pork production on 
water and air quality and enhance 
sustainability
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